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ll was a delight to read this definitive 
work on the Solomon Islands butterflies, 
particularly given my interest in the Pacific 
region. The bird wing illustrations are eye¬ 
catching, and 1 think most lepidoplerists 
delight in seeing these awe-inspiring crea¬ 
tures in the wild. I, like the author, have 
had the opportunity to see a number of 
birdwing taxa during travels in the Asia- 
Pacific region. In Guadalcanal, 1 gazed 
upon both sexes of the localised blue bird¬ 
wing, Ornithoptera priamus urvillianus as 
they fed at red hibiscus in village gardens, 
and patrolled and perched.beneath planta¬ 
tion canopy during the heat of the after¬ 
noon. In late afternoon, adjacent forest 
margins, their massive forms could be seen 
in silhouette, soaring above the canopy and 
feeding amidst trectop blossoms. 

In the Solomons in recent years, butterfly 
collecting can still be adventurous and dar¬ 
ing. Tennent compares how Woodford, in 
the 19 ,h century had "carried a butterfly net 
in one hand and a pistol in the other.’ And, 
how, he himself, some 120 years later, 
required accompaniment by v a uniformed 
soldier armed with a self-loading rifle' (p 
vii). Several years on from Torment's 
expeditions, 1 loniara remains risky for col¬ 
lectors venturing far outside the urban bor¬ 
der protection zone. There is also little 
tourist infrastructure, so few go there. 

Tennent recognises at least 197 species 
in the Solomons archipelago (excluding 
Nissan, Buka, and Bouganville adminis¬ 
tered by PNG), with 145 species from 
Guadalcanal alone. In compiling this 
important work, Tennent spent some 18 
months conducting fieldwork in the 
Solomons, visiting 44 islands, and in the 
process discovered a large number of taxa 
later named in his technical papers, and 
predicts that still more await discovery in 
the inaccessible interiors of some islands. 


This meticulously detailed book, by a 
leading authority on the systematics and 
biogeography of the Pacific Island butter¬ 
flies, is obviously "a must have’ for any 
butterfly enthusiast with an interest in the 
species in the Australasian region. It is 
attractively presented, hardbound, with a 
glossy dust jacket depicting live adults. It 
opens with a foreword by R1 Vane-Wright, 
followed by a single-page preface, 
acknowledgement section, and clear struc¬ 
ture diagrams of wings, with venation and 
w ing areas labelled. There is also a species 
checklist that includes subspecies, and a 
key to 22 important abbreviations. Four 
large maps, covering the expanse of islands 
of the Southwest Pacific, the Solomon 
Islands chain, with enlargements of the 
New Georgia group and Santa Cruz group, 
are provided. The work then comprises the 
two main sections: the Introduction and 
Systematic Part. The twin columned text 
contains bold headers and species titles, 
enabling ease of finding information. 

The introductory section commences 
with informative short pieces on the archi¬ 
pelago’s geological origins, climate, and 
vegetation. It continues with an intriguing 
account on historic Kuropean presence, 
leading on to a focus on earlier butterfly 
collectors of the region and their adven¬ 
tures, as well as contemporary work. 
Attention then directs towards the butter¬ 
flies themselves, with discussion of mimic¬ 
ry, local biogeography, generic and species 
distributions and endemism in the islands. 
Tabulations of generic and species tallies 
and percentage of endemism for the major 
islands arc inset within the regions under 
discussion. Tabulated world generic distri¬ 
butions are also provided: font modifica¬ 
tion used in places for lighter fitting in 
compartments and space saving may have 
created a trade-off on aesthetics, but 
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remains acceptable. A fifth map in this 
section (p 20), details presumed faunal 
movement between islands at an earlier 
geological period and is useful in under¬ 
standing areas of speciation and evolution 
of local forms through long isolation. 
Within the body text there are a few* black 
and white historical illustrations, many line 
drawings of genitalia, and seven colour 
pictures of habitat and scenery. For the far¬ 
away naturalist, idyllic locality photos, like 
the one of Tikopia, arc always an entice¬ 
ment. Perhaps more could have been 
included, particularly showing the different 
habitats in which the varied species arc 
usually encountered. 

The systematic pail involves a thorough 
appraisal of the genera, species and sub¬ 
species of live butterfly families present in 
the islands. Each valid name is given with 
sources of descriptions, type localities, and 
synonyms. The world range is provided at 
species level, and finer distribution out¬ 
lined at local level. Descriptions of species 
pertain largely to characters used to sepa¬ 
rate each from nearest others. Each family 
is introduced by a table listing species and 
islands occupied by each. Host plants in 
the Solomon Islands are largely unknown, 
and the author draws from knowledge of 
populations of Australia, New Guinea and 
Fiji as to likely plant genera that may be 
utilised. These reviewed host listings will 
be useful guides lor the visiting collector 
or researcher hunting early stages of vari¬ 
ous local taxa. Tcnnent also queries some 
distribution and nomenclature concerns 
and, where possible, resolves these or at 
least proposes tentative solutions, explain¬ 
ing any inadequacies where appropriate, 
and giving earlier authors' opinions. 

The book concludes with a list of refer¬ 
ences. a glossary, and two appendices, 84 
colour plates of species and subspecies, 
and an index of technical names. The illus¬ 
trated adults have their island of collection 
provided from their label data. Appendix A 
is a complete database on all specimens 
examined by the author, including label 
data, from several museums in London, 
Oxford. Honolulu, Honiara, and Sydney. 
This enormously valuable compilation 
spanning 43 pages also includes observa¬ 
tions by the author, who asserts that ‘only 
records where identification is beyond 


doubt arc included' (p 1 85). Appendix B is 
a gazetteer of three pages, comprising an 
alphabetically arranged list of localities, 
with alternative or local names for islands 
to prevent confusion. Both appendices are 
essential tools in using the book, and visit¬ 
ing observers/collectors will find the data¬ 
base an important tool to find sites for 
species sought after. Such a tool seems 
unique to this book, but in countries like 
Australia, the museum and collection 
records, numbering in the hundreds of 
thousands, arc too numerous for listing in 
faunal works. This label data catalogue is 
foundational for a database on the local 
species, which in the future, collectors 
with a passion for this region may wish to 
build on electronically. 

As the work has been pragmatically 
proofread, I found very few typographical 
errors, although an Australian butterfly 
mentioned in passing. Phaedyma sheplwr - 
di, has its specific epithet misspelled as 
’sheperdi’ (p 141), The reference section of 
over 700 sources seems largely complete, 
but random crosschecking found a couple 
of citations had been omitted. The glossy 
colour illustrations of more than 1100 life- 
size butterflies (including many primary 
and secondary types) case identification. 
Indeed, some subspecies have never been 
illustrated before, finally, perhaps illustra¬ 
tions of live adults in places (other than 
those on the dust jacket) could have 
enhanced the book; an added touch I 
wou Id ha vc liked to see. Overall, John 
Tcnnent is to be congratulated for the pro¬ 
duction of a second faunal work of excel¬ 
lent quality and scholarship, his first being 
The Butterflies of Morocco , Algeria and 
Tunisia (19%); and this one similarly dis¬ 
plays a high standard of readability for 
both expert and butterfly novice. I whole¬ 
heartedly recommend it. 
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